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Thank you for donating your time, your expertise, your wisdom, your 
patience and your smile to this event.  We couldn’t run this tournament 
without you! 

Kathy Levine 
FLL US Open Event Manager 

 
Date:  May 7 – 9, 2009 
Location:  Ervin J. Nutter Center & WSU Student Union, Wright State University, 
  Dayton 
  3640 Colonel Glenn Highway 
  Dayton, OH 45435-0001 
  http://www.nuttercenter.com/dir.asp 
 
Basic Schedule:  Thursday, 7 May 

4:00 PM Volunteer Registration Begins; bring your FLL Consent Form 
5:00 PM  Volunteer Dinner; Berry Room, Ervin J. Nutter Center 
6:30 PM Volunteer Orientation; NC Arena 
7:00 PM Volunteer Orientation Continues – breakdown into specific   
  volunteer areas 

 
Basic Schedule: Friday, 8 May 
   8:00 AM Pits Open 
   9:00 AM Practice Rounds Begin 
   9:00 AM AM Judging Begins 
 11:30 AM Lunch (Times Vary – Lunch ends at 1:30 PM) 
   1:00 PM  PM Judging Begins 
   1:30 PM   PM Practice Rounds Begin 
   3:15 PM End of Practice Rounds 
   4:15 PM Judging Ends 
   5:00 PM  Opening Ceremony 
   6:00 PM End Ceremony  
   6:30 PM  Engineering Extravaganza – WSU Student Union 
   9:00 PM End of Event for the Day 
  
Basic Schedule: Saturday, 9 May 
   8:00 AM Pits Open 
   9:00 AM Official Robot Rounds Begin 
 11:45 AM Lunch 
 12:45 PM Official Robot Rounds Continue 
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   2:00 PM  Official Rounds Conclude 
   2:15 PM   Elimination Round Begins 
   2:50 PM Elimination Round Ends 
   3:15 PM Team Alliance Round Begins 
   4:05 PM Team Alliance Round Ends 
   4:00 PM Pizza Party Begins 
   5:30 PM  Pizza Dinner for Volunteers 
   6:00 PM Closing Ceremony  
   7:00 PM  End of Event 
   7:00 PM Tear Down and Load Out Until Complete 
 
Parking Instructions:  Parking at the Nutter Center is free.   
Volunteer parking both days will be in Lot 1.  Enter through the Berry Room Entrance.  
Volunteer Registration is located by the elevators, just outside the Volunteer Lounge. 
 
Refer to Nutter Center maps.  You can access these maps on the FLL United States 
Open Championship web site in the “Volunteer Info” section.  
 
 
 

Competition Day Information 
Dress and Information: Referees – Black pants, white shirt (any kind), referee shirts 
will be provided.  Assistant ref aprons (black and white check) will be provided.  Funny 
hats are welcome and encouraged!  Feel free to create a fun environment for the teams! 
 
All other volunteers -- comfortable dress, competition staff t-shirts and position name-
badges will be provided.  These will allow you access to all areas of the competition.  
Judges and key position volunteers will receive our polo shirts.  
 
Please arrive in enough time to sign in and report to your assigned area at the 
designated time. 

Theme:  “Climate Connections” 
Weather is the condition of the atmosphere measured in short lengths of time (hours 
and days). Climate, however, is the average weather over decades and centuries in a 
specific location. We can look out our window and see how weather changes every day, 
but we need data that has been tracked over hundreds of years to understand how the 
climate may be changing. 
 
Climate tracking is important to communities around the world because the information 
is used to plan, predict, and make decisions on activities like planting crops or hunting 
and fishing. People also use data to anticipate the impacts of climate on the economy, 
food and water availability, tourism, disease control, and many environmental issues. 

Why is climate important to us? By gaining a greater understanding of the Earth’s 
complex climate systems, we will be able to work together now and in the future to 
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develop the innovative solutions that will benefit us all and continue to improve the world 
in which we live. 

Atmosphere:  There is a sporting event atmosphere about an FLL robotics competition.  
There is entertainment during the slow times and between rounds and an emcee or 
announcer calls the plays and keeps the action going.  There will be music as well.   

Scoring:  Robot Performance: Each team gets 3 chances (rounds) to have their robot 
perform as many of the objectives as they can on the competition table.  They get points 
for each objective they achieve.  The best score out of 3 rounds is the team’s score for 
Robot Performance (25% of the Champion’s Award).  
 
Judging:  Teams will meet with three sets of judges who will evaluate them in each of 
the following areas:  Robot Design, Research Project and Teamwork (Each 
presentation is worth 25% of the Champion’s Award). 
 
GRACIOUS PROFESSIONALISM:  Gracious Professionalism is part of the ethos of 
FIRST.  The idea and phrase are found throughout FIRST, but no one has been a 
stronger champion than FIRST National Advisor, Woodie Flowers.  Gracious 
Professionalism is a way of doing things that encourages high-quality work, emphasizes 
the value of others, and respects individuals and the community.  With Gracious 
Professionalism, fierce competition and mutual gain are not separate notions.  Gracious 
professionals learn and compete like crazy, but treat one another with respect and 
kindness in the process. 
 
Volunteers are encouraged to report either exceptionally good or very poor team 
behavior on Gracious Professionalism Forms.  We use this information in the final 
awards deliberations, and in determining which teams should earn Gracious 
Professionalism recognitions.  Input sheets are available at Volunteer Check-
in/Information, at Pit Administration, and in the Competition Area. 
 
GRACIOUS PROFESSIONAL PINS:  We want to recognize the team members who 
exhibit gracious behaviors.  If you see a team member (or an entire team), who is doing 
something kind, helpful, thoughtful, compassionate – whatever YOU feel is a random 
gracious act, feel free to award that person(s) with a Gracious Professional pin.  (Try 
only to give ONE pin per person – you might want to ask the child if he/she already has 
a pin before you give him/her a pin).  Every volunteer will receive one in their name 
badge holder (please wear it during the tournament), and every coach will receive one 
at team registration, so don’t give any coaches pins.   
 
You can pick up pins in small bags that hold 5 pins at the Pit Administration Table.  Only 
take what you need (one bag at a time, please). 
 
While we are on the subject, THANK YOU for being a Gracious Professional! 
 
IMPORTANT!  NO OUTSIDE FOOD IS PERMITTED IN THE NUTTER CENTER!  
Police this policy with spectators and teams.  Tell them that they must consume 
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outside food and beverages outside of the facility.  Please report uncooperative 
people to the Event Manager (Go to INFORMATION or Volunteer Check-in), or to 
the POC of your area.  The following are the POC’s for each area: 
 
Judging:    Skip Gridley, Judge Advisor 
 
Competition  Randy Levine, Field Marshal 
Floor:     
 
Referee Issues:  Richard Storrick, Lead Referee 
 
Pit Area:   Dani Peters, Pit Administrator 
 
Media:   Dann Andrews 
 
Volunteer   Kim Stultz 
Coordinator:   
 
Event Manager:   Kathy Levine 
 
Emergencies:   Kathy Levine, Kathy Schweinfurth, Dann Andrews 
 
On Thursday, 7 May, we will be working on setting up the tournament from 7:00 AM 
until 1:30 PM.  Set-up volunteers will enjoy a continental breakfast and boxed lunches.  
We will have an area set up on Level 1 for breakfast and for you to pick up your boxed 
lunch on this day only.  All other volunteers (set-up volunteers are welcome, too) should 
plan to attend the Volunteer Dinner at 5:00 PM followed by the volunteer orientation. 
 
On Friday, 8 May, a continental breakfast and a buffet style lunch will be available to all 
event volunteers in the Volunteer Lounge, located by Volunteer Registration/Check in 
on the 3rd Floor in the Nutter Center.  For those of you who are volunteering in the WSU 
Student Union, you will be able to enjoy a continental breakfast and a boxed lunch in 
Discovery Room B, which will serve as the Volunteer Lounge on this first day.   
 
On Friday, 9 May, breakfast and lunch will be provided for all volunteers in the 
Volunteer Lounge on the 3rd Floor in the Nutter Center.  Please eat when your schedule 
allows.  We also invite you to enjoy the pizza dinner with the teams.  Please plan to eat 
the pizza dinner around 5:30 PM.  Water and snacks will be available for you behind the 
competition stage, in the media room, in the volunteer lounge and in the judges’ area. 
 
Your liaisons are located at the Information Booth, up top, by the spectator 
entrances, at Volunteer Registration on the 3rd floor, or at the Pit Administration 
Table, which is just inside the pit entrance.  If you are in the Competition Area, the 
Field Marshal is your contact (Randy Levine).  These people are on radio and can 
page whoever you may need. 
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Most importantly, if you can’t give a person a good answer, direct them to one of 
the information areas.  Always get help if you are confronted by an angry or 
uncooperative person.  If confronted by a difficult personality, find someone with 
a radio and page Kathy Levine, Kathy Schweinfurth or Dann Andrews 
immediately! 
 
Also, for any and all reported injuries, please page Kathy Levine. 
 
All paging information will be given to you on an information card for you to reference 
during the event. 
 
Remember:  Our goal is to show these kids how fun science can be!  Enjoy yourself! 
 
If you have any questions about anything in this packet or about your volunteer 
assignment, please contact Kim Stultz at Kimberly.stultz@wpafb.af.mil or at 904-8623. 

 
Volunteer Schedule 

 
Thursday, 7 May  

(Enter through the Berry Room Entrance – Park in Lot 1) 
 

7:00 AM  Set-up Crew Arrives:  (The Volunteer Check-in will not be open  
  during set-up.  Report to the Arena Floor, and we’ll get you signed  
  up).  In the Nutter Center, Set up the Pit Area, Competition Area, Kids  
  Zone Area, Teamwork Judging Rooms, Place Signage; Prepare Set- 
  Up Areas; Make sure that supplies are in designated areas.    
  Continental breakfast will be set-up in the Pressroom (Media Room) from  
  7:00 AM to 9:00 AM; Boxed lunches will be available for pickup in the  
  same area from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  One crew can  head over to the  
  Student Union to set-up the Project Judging rooms (Endeavour   
  Rooms) and check the basic set-up for the multipurpose room (Apollo  
  Room).  Discovery Room A will be open to set up as a Robot Design  
  Judging Room.  Pioneer can also be set for Teamwork anytime during  
  the day.  Mariner can be set for Teamwork after 2:00 PM. 
   Skip Gridley will oversee the Judging Set-up. 
   Dann Andrews will oversee the Nutter Center set-up. 
 
1:30 PM  Team Registration Volunteers:  Report to the Pit Administration Area on  
  the main arena floor (Volunteer Registration is not yet open).  You can  
  park in Lot 1and enter through the Berry Room entrance.  Take the   
  elevator down to Level 1 and come into the Arena – Pit Administration,  
  which is where we will be registering teams, is right in  through this   
  entrance.     
 
2:00 PM Team Registration Begins  
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3:30 PM  Team Registration Ends 
 
3:30 PM Volunteer Registration Volunteers:  Report to Volunteer Registration  
  (3rd Floor – come in through the Berry Room Entrance or take elevator to  
  3rd Floor) 
 
4:00 PM  Volunteer Registration Begins 
 
5:00 PM  Volunteer Dinner Begins -- ALL 
 
6:00 PM Volunteer Registration Ends 
 
6:30 PM Volunteer Orientation -- All Volunteers:  Nutter Center Arena seating on 
  the competition side 
 
7:00 PM Breakdown into Volunteer Areas 
 
8:30 PM Volunteer Orientation Ends  
 
8:30 PM  Set –up Crew: Ervin J. Nutter Center:  Robot Design Judging Rooms, 
  followed by 2nd Floor Project Judging Room set-up at 9:00 PM. 
 
8:30 PM Set-up Crew:  Student Union: Set up Robot Design Judging Rooms  
  (Atlantis Rooms A & B); Set up Explorer Room for Teamwork   
  Judging. 
 
 

Friday, 8 May:  Ervin J. Nutter Venue 
 (Park in Lot 1; Enter through Berry Room Entrance) 

 
6:30 AM  Volunteer Registration Volunteers:  Report to Volunteer Check-in on 3rd 
  Floor 
 
6:30 AM Volunteer Continental Breakfast Served in Volunteer Lounge 
 
7:00 AM  Pit Administrator; Field Marshal; Head Referee; Judge Advisor:   
  Check-in at this time.  Make sure your area is good to go for the   
  morning. 
 
7:30 AM  The following will check in at the Volunteer Registration Table found  
  inside Berry Room Entrance to receive your assignment/schedule:  
   Pit Guards 
   Roaming Technical Support Volunteers 
   Media Team 
   Referee Team 
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   Emcee/Announcer 
 
8:00 AM Pit Opens 
 
8:00 AM  The following will check in at the Volunteer Registration Table found  
  inside Berry Room Entrance to receive your assignment/schedule:  
   Team Check-in Volunteers 
   Judges 
   Referee Assistants 
   Bull Pen Boss Volunteers 
   Team Escorts (Judging) 
   Bull Pen Escorts 
   Scorekeepers 
   Block Timer 
 
9:00 AM Practice Rounds Begin 
 
9:00 AM Judging Begins 
 
9:00 AM End Volunteer Breakfast 
 
11:30 AM Start of Lunch:  Eat lunch when you can or when you are assigned  
 
2:00 PM End Lunch:  Snacks and water are available in the competition area,  
  in the media room and in the Volunteer Lounge.  Feel free to take  
  them as needed throughout the day. 
 
3:15 PM Judging Tear Down Crew to begin tearing down the rooms as   
  judging concludes in each area. 
 
3:20 PM  End Practice Rounds.  End of Day for the following Volunteers: 
   Bull Pen Bosses 
   Bull Pen Escorts 
   Roaming Technical Support Volunteers 
 
4:00 PM  Personnel to Report Back to the Competition Floor: 
   A/V Support Staff (Media Team) 
   A/V Technical Support (Bob & Spencer) 
   Emcee/Announcer 
 
4:15 PM Judging Ends:  End of Day for the following Volunteers: 
   Team Escorts (Judging) 
 
4:30 PM Judge Assistants and Lead Judges – collect all judging materials;  
  retrieve all computers 
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4:30 PM  Pits Close:  End of Day for the following Volunteers: 
   Pit Administration Personnel 
 
4:30 PM  Prepare for Opening Ceremony.  The following should report to the  
  competition floor area for special seating: 
   Critical EO Staff (Kathy S. & Dann, Kim) 
   All Distinguished Visitors 
   Referee Team (All) 
   Judges (All) 
 
5:00 PM  Opening Ceremony:  We welcome and encourage all of our   
  volunteers to attend! 
 
6:00 PM End of Event in NC Venue.  Final Pit Guards Released for the day. 
 

Friday, 8 May:  WSU Student Union 
 (Park in Visitor Lot 2; Enter main Student Union Entrance) 

Reference the following link to see the Apollo Room – this where you will check 
in:  

http://edoutreach.wpafb.af.mil/championship/media/wsu_student_union_map.pdf 
 

  
7:30 AM    Volunteer Lounge Open for Continental Breakfast (Discovery Room  
  B) 
 
7:30 AM Volunteer/Team Check-in Volunteers Report to the Apollo Room 
   
8:00 AM The following volunteers report to the Apollo Room for check-in: 
   Judges 
   Team Escorts 
   Judge Assistants 
   Media Team Personnel 
 
8:30 AM Team Check-in Volunteers Ready for Teams 
 
9:00 AM Judging Begins 
 
10:00 AM Volunteer Lounge – End of Breakfast 
 
11:30 AM Volunteer Lounge – Boxed Lunches Ready for Pick Up 
 
1:00 PM Judging Resumes 
 
3:00 PM Team Check-in Volunteers Released from Duty 
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3:15 PM Judging Tear Down Crew to begin tearing down the rooms as   
  judging concludes in each area.    
 
4:15 PM Judging Ends 
  Final Team Escorts Released from Duty 
 
4:30 PM Judge Assistants and Lead Judges – collect all judging materials;  
  retrieve all computers 
 
5:00 PM OPENING CEREMONY AT NUTTER CENTER – ALL ENCOURAGED  
  TO ATTEND 
 
5:00 PM Wizards of Wright and WSU Engineering Student organizations to set 
  up for the Engineering Extravaganza 
 
5:45 PM Team Foot Traffic Guides to Report to the Apollo Room of Student  
  Union 
 
6:00 PM Team Ticket Volunteers Report to the Apollo Room of Student Union 
 
6:30 PM Team Dinner Begins – Red Wrist Bands ONLY 
 
6:30 PM Engineering Extravaganza Begins (Atrium) 
 
7:15 PM Team Foot Traffic Guides are Excused from Duty 
 
7:45 PM  Team Dinner Continues – Blue Wrist Bands (may start letting them in  
  earlier if the Red Wrist Band holders are already in the room) 
 
9:00 PM Team Dinner Concludes 
 
9:00 PM Engineering Extravaganza Concludes 
 
9:00 PM  Tear Down of Engineering Extravaganza 
 
10:00 PM End of Event for the Day (Tear Down Complete) 
 

Saturday, 9 May:  Ervin J. Nutter Venue 
 (Park in Lot 1; Enter through Berry Room Entrance) 

 
6:30 AM Continental Breakfast in Volunteer Lounge Begins 
 
6:30 AM Volunteer Check-in Personnel Report 
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7:00 AM  Pit Administration Volunteer; Field Marshall; Head Referee; Judge  
  Advisor:  Check-in at this time.  Make sure your area is good to go for the 
  morning. 
 
7:30 AM  The following will check in at the Volunteer Registration Table found  
  inside Berry Room Entrance to receive your assignment/schedule:  
   Pit Guards 
   Roaming Technical Support Volunteers 
   Media Team 
   Referee Team 
   Emcee/Announcer 
 
8:00 AM Pit Opens 
 
8:00 AM  The following will check in at the Volunteer Registration Table found  
  inside Berry Room Entrance to receive your assignment/schedule:  
   Team Check-in Volunteers 
   Judges 
   Referee Assistants 
   Bull Pen Boss Volunteers 
   Bull Pen Escorts 
   Scorekeepers 
   Block Timer 
 
9:00 AM Official Competition Rounds Begin 
 
9:00 AM Continental Breakfast for Volunteers Ends 
  
11:30 AM Lunch Begins in Volunteer Lounge:  Eat when your schedule permits;  
  however, competition volunteers ONLY should eat between 11:45 and  
  12:15 PM. If you are not a competition area volunteer, try to eat right at  
  11:30 AM or between 12:15 PM and 2:00 PM. 
 
11:45 AM Break in the Competition For Lunch 
 
12:45 PM Robot Rounds Continue 
 
12:45 PM Tear Down Crew to Tear Down the 2nd Floor Judging Rooms 
 
2:00 PM  End of Volunteer Lunch 
 
2:00 PM End of Official Robot Rounds 
 
2:15 PM Start of Elimination Round: Top 8 Teams 
 
2:50 PM End Elimination Round 
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3:15 PM Begin Team Alliance Round 
 
3:45 PM Team Ticket Volunteers Report to McLin Gym 4 
 
4:00 PM Pizza and Party Begins in the McLin Gyms (Red Wrist Bands eat first;  
  Blue Wrist Bands Clean up Pit Area) 
 
4:05 PM End of Alliance Round 
 
4:05 PM Tear Down Crew: Tear down the competition floor first.  Then tear  
  down the practice tables in the pit.  Take out to loading dock.  Last  
  area to tear down:  Kids Zone on Concourse Level  
 
4:30 PM A/V Personnel (Media Team); Emcee/Announcer; Technical Support  
  (Bob & Spencer); Eat Dinner 
 
4:45 PM Blue Wrist Bands Eat (Red Wrist Bands Clean up Pit Area) 
 
5:15 PM  Volunteers Eat the Pizza Dinner 
 
5:30 PM A/V Personnel (Media Team); Emcee/Announcer; Technical Support  
  (Bob & Spencer) to the Competition Area to prepare for the Closing  
  Ceremony  
 
5:45 PM Distinguished Visitors Seated; Judges & Referees on Competition  
  Floor for Hi-Fives 
 
6:00 PM  Closing Ceremony 
 
7:00 PM End of Event – Final Tear Down and Load Out to Follow Immediately 
 
 
 

THANK YOU VALUED VOLUNTEERS! 
   


